Note from LVSC:

One of our tutors wrote this letter to the United Way, which provides some of LVSC’s funding, in order to thank them for their support.  Her student, M., wrote “I Wanted to Learn How to Read.”

To the People at the United Way,

It is my distinct pleasure to have an opportunity to thank you directly for your support of Literacy Volunteers of Sussex County. I am a literacy volunteer. My student would rather read than write. I find his clarity on his subjects to be impressive but the rigors of form, the tedium of spelling and the limits of vocabulary make the whole process understandably tiresome. However, when he was asked to write a letter to the United Way, he jumped into the task with verve, determination and a lack of fear that I found both laudable and predictable. Predictable because he is not a child, he is an adult, and what he wanted to say was important. I understand because I too think it is important that we thank you and let you know what your support has meant.

My desire to express what being a Literacy Volunteer means to me has made this letter harder to write than I thought it would be. In the end, it is math, not words that best express the relationship between the student and the tutor. Learning to read and teaching someone to read are two sides of the same equation and like any equation – they balance. They are equal. My student and I meet each week for the same reasons, not just to teach him to read, but rather, to improve ourselves; the reading is just the tool we

use to get to that goal.

I know exactly what I would like to improve and which people I admire. It is not people with impressive homes or expansive power. I admire people who have dogged determination and perseverance in the face of great odds. I admire people who are not myopic in their lives; people who see a greater community, reach out to that community, and make a difference. By being a literacy volunteer, I have the pleasure of meeting each week with a student whose skills I admire and would like to emulate - perseverance in the face of challenge and a determination not to give up. I would be improved if I were more like he is. By being a literacy volunteer, I get to meet people who look beyond themselves - people like yourselves, like the staff and the volunteers at LVSC. To my great pride and wonder, I can count myself among you. It is amazing. It is important.

Reading gives people access to a greater community. Teaching people to read gives me access to a community. Reading gives people confidence. Teaching others to read gives me confidence. Reading gives a person an avenue for self-expression and for greater understanding. Teaching reading provides me with a path for self-expression and greater understanding. Everything that the United Way does to support Literacy Volunteers of Sussex County, and everything that LVSC does to provide support to their

students, also supports me and the other men and women who volunteer to tutor. The whole process is a great big buy one, get one. Thank you for your support in the past and in the future; you help more people than you imagine, which is why it was just as important for me to write this letter as it was for my student to write his. Although I do not have his clarity, and I fumbled through many more drafts than he did - I persevered,

something I have learned along the way.

Sincerely and with deepest thanks,

Amy - Proud Literacy Volunteer
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