"My Best Man Speech"


by H.B.  (ESOL Student)



        Being a best man is a huge responsibility not just because of the rings, but also the speech.  My friend Orlando asked me to be his best man because we have been friends since we were kids growing up together in Colombia.  On June 11th, I gave my first speech in English in front of a hundred people.  It was very exciting, everybody was quiet, listening to what the best man had to say.  It was easier than I expected, but that is just because of practice.  For more than 3 months I practiced the speech with my tutor.  I wrote the speech then practiced my pronunciation and body language.  I rehearsed the speech while she was videotaping.  When I watched myself on the TV, it helped to see how I express myself.  For me it was a spectacular experience because never before had I prepared that much.  It was a real test in English in front of people that want to understand what you're saying, and you don't want to disappoint them nor your tutor.
        Before the wedding I felt pretty nervous about giving the speech for many reasons just to mention a few of them: I'm pretty shy; I never gave a speech before, not even in my first language; I didn't want to disappoint my friend and his family; and also because I knew that it was about time to put all the knowledge that my tutor gave me into a 3-minute speech and do it well.  It wasn't time for excuses or for repetition.  It was only one shot and it has to be right.
        The best part of the speech was the end.  It was so wonderful to see the look of joy on my wife's face expressing a job well done.  She also told me that she was proud of me.  That really made me happy.
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