
 

Each year, LVSC gathers to honor commitment of our 
volunteers and students demonstrated during the yea r. 
This year the award winners are: 
Outstanding Tutor  Angela Davies 
Angela has been a tutor since October 2003. She has 
helped promote the mission of LVSC by meeting with 
Alison McHose and talked about her experiences as well as 
coming to tutor training sessions to encourage new tutors 
to become part of the agency. She is diligent and 
committed to her student as well as honoring her 
responsibilities as a tutor. 
Distinguished Service Linda Mahler  
The Distinguished Service  award is given to a member of 
the LVSC family who has dedicated time volunteering to 
our agency in other ways besides tutoring.  Linda is 
strongly devoted to improving student assessment. She 
anticipates the needs of LVSC and has invested untold 
time and energy brainstorming solutions to various issues. 
We recognize Linda for her many contributions that enable 
LVSC to run effectively and efficiently. 

Award of Excellence Bea Kota  
Bea has been invaluable to LVSC since she 
trained to be a tutor in 2007. She immediately 
took on two students and soon after began 
intake interviewing. She supports the agency in 
many other ways including attending various 
fundraisers. 
Outstanding Student  JuliaPicado 
Although Julia has only been in our program  
since 2008. Her hard work and determination 
are exemplary and she has served as a 
representative and recruiter for LVSC. We 
hope she continues to succeed and attain her 
goals. 
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A P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  L i t e r a c y  V o l u n t e e r s  o f  S u s s ex  C o u n t y  

LVSC Celebrates Dedication 

��
��������������
������
����
�������������������
�����������



source of revenue for Literacy 
Volunteers of New Jersey which 
provides instructional resources 
and grants for LVSC and other 
member programs in our 

�

network. Please remember 
LVNJ when you fill out your NJ 
Income Tax form: Go to Line 
62, fill in Code 05, and enter 
the dollar amount.  

Individuals in New Jersey 
can now donate to LVNJ by 
checking the appropriate box on 
the NJ Income Tax form. These 
check-off donations are a vital 

B.Y. has been my student since 
2004.  She sought out LVSC for 
help because she thought she 
had not had a good educational 
experience in high school (She 
was educated in Newark.).  She 
is correct!  She has some 
learning disabilities – but, at 
that time, placement in Special 
Education limited her 
possibilities for learning and 
using the skills she had.  
Those days are in the past, but 
B.Y. still thinks back on 
them.  Now she is married, has 
2 children (one just entered 
college; B.Y. is very proud of 
this), and has a good job at a 
WalMart.  She has recently been 
given additional supervisory 
responsibilities.  This has come 
from her gain in self-confidence 
and ability to deal with the 
needed work tasks.     
In her intake writing sample, 
B.Y. said (spelling edited for 
publication) “… I’m a hard 
worker that has problems 
reading.  I think I would love 
reading if I knew how to read 
with understanding.  I almost 
gave up trying.  It seemed 
hopeless.  A little part of me 
refused to give up...”.  She was 

embarrassed by the sample 
because of all its spelling 
problems.  I saw it as 
inspirational.  
Her work with me has focused 
mainly on spelling.  She said, 
“Let’s start at the beginning.” 
We have also worked on 
gaining new vocabulary, 
decoding multi-syllabic words, 
writing, reading comprehension, 
and workplace skills.  
Through our years of working 
together, B. Y. has produced 
four wonderful writings that 
have been published in “Student 
Talk”.  She has written about 
her mother and grandmother 
and what they meant to her; 
about a best friend from her 
youth, about helping others, and 
about her husband’s 
attributes.  These writings were 
the result of reading articles 
about other people – readings 
we used in class.  
Recently, B.Y. confessed that 
she had never really read a book 
– or really one that she would 
want to talk about to 
others.  Her reading 
comprehension level is pretty 
good.  So – wanting her to read 
something somewhat classic – I 

picked “To Kill a Mocking 
Bird”.  She didn’t know about 
the book and had not seen the 
movie.  I told her, “Just read it – 
and enjoy it.  Don’t worry about 
the words you don’t understand 
or know how to 
pronounce.”  We planned to talk 
about it – as B.Y. wanted to – 
like being in a book club.  B.Y. 
finished the book before I did, 
and at each tutoring session, 
was ready to talk about the book 
and her feelings.  Now she 
wants to read another book.  On 
the recommendation of several 
tutors, I’m planning to guide 
B.Y. through the reading of 
“The Secret Life of Bees.”  She 
bought her own copy of the 
book – and we have begun.  I 
think I will have trouble keeping 
up with her!  
As a tutor, I’m in awe of this 
woman’s perseverance.  She 
will always have her learning 
disabilities.  However, I hope 
and think that she will now not 
let them limit and devalue 
her.  B.Y. has added to my life 
and spirit.  That’s part of what 
one-on-one tutoring is all about. 
                                                    
                       

An Account of Working with a Basic Literacy Student   
Contributed by K. L. McGregor 
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